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word if there were no unitary prayojaka (criterion).
Parasara replies that this is a question to be answered
by the critic also. All the people in the world use the
word sarva (everything) and think that all the things under
the sun can be conveyed by it. Then will the Vaisesika
accept sarvatva (all-ness) as a generality pertaining to
all things? If he is not prepared to accept, then it means
that jati (genus) concerning individuals cannot be
conveyed through a single word."

In the next verse and the following sentence Parasara
makes this observation: "All objects belonging to the
same category can be referred to by a single expression
because the objects thus conveyed have a uniform nature
or form. Thus when we say 'moon' or 'sun' the meaning
conveyed is that there is 'one moon9 and 'one sun' but
not many. Therefore the vacyartha (the expressed object)
becomes one, because it is unitary. When we utter the
word ghata (pot), and pata (a piece of cloth) the actual
individual pots and piece of cloth are no doubt innumerable
but still they all share a common feature namely ghatatva
(potness) and patatva (clothness) by reason of which
they are referred to as a pot and a cloth." This explanation
is given for the sake of those who accept jati as a
distinct category. But for those who do not accept jati
as something different from the configuration of the object
itself the following explanation is offered: "In the pots
there is a single upadhi (limiting adjunct), namely, the
configuration (samstbana) by which all the individual pots
can be referred to by a single word 'pot. So even if
one does not accept jati, at least an upadhi in the form
of 'configuration' has to be accepted through which all
the individual (vyakti^ can be referred to through a single